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§Warning: this presentation mentions racism and contains highly 
offensive content.
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Anti-China Sentiment is On the Rise
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Anti-China Sentiment is On the Rise
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Origins Evolution Content

• As the world begins to recover from COVID-19, does Sinophobic behavior has seen a downtrend as well?



Mainstream Web
community

Fringe Web
community

Dataset

6

4chan’s 
/pol/

8 Billion Posts 206 Million Posts

2016 June

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021 March



Trend Analysis
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Trend Analysis
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WHO first tweeted
about coronavirus

Pre-pandemic Pandemic

• Sinophobia was well established before COVID-19, most often sustained by directly 
or non-directly related political events.

• E.g.  The U.S. withdrawal from Paris Agreement.

“fucking china is the one
producing the co2 bigle.”



Racial Slurs
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• During the COVID-19 pandemic, daily usage of Sinophobic slurs has 
significantly increased, even with the hate-speech ban policy

“everyone	is	seriously	making	
me	hate	chinks.	we	need	to	
ship	them	all	back	to	chinka”
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2-Content Analysis
• Semantic Evolution

• Diachronic Word Embeddings Analysis

• Topic Model



Diachronic Word Embeddings[1] Analysis
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[1] Hamilton, W. L.; Leskovec, J.; and Jurafsky, D. 2016. Diachronic Word Embeddings Reveal Statistical Laws of Semantic Change. In Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL), 1489–1501. ACL.

• The meaning of “china”/ “ chinese” is shifting from the notation of country to the Sinophobic slur words.
• This change remain the same in the pandemic period. 



Topic Model
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Mainstream Web community Fringe Web community

4chan’s 
/pol/

Severe toxicity ≥ 0.8
Contain “china” or “chinese”

Top2Vec Model

20 Topics 20 Topics



Sinophobic-related topics on 4chan’s /pol/.
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Black: general topics
Orange: event-related topics



Sinophobic-related topics on 4chan’s /pol/.
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• Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics Black: general topics
Orange: event-related topics
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Topic Shift on 4chan’s /pol/.
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TikTok

From pre-pandemic period to pandemic period, we find 
• users’ interests drastically shift to COVID-19 and so on.
• Chinese-goverment topic is the most toxic one in the whole period

Black: general topics
Orange: event-related topics



Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit.

17

Black: general topics
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit.
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• Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics



Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit.
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit.
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• Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics
• also about daily life, e.g. food, game, stock

Black: general topics
Orange: event-related topics

“I	ate	chinese food	so	you	
better	hope	I	don’t	fart	in	
your	fucking	face.”

“lol	fucking	lying	chinese
hustle.”

“stupid	chinese cheaters	messing	up	
all	the	good	battle	royale games.”



Topic Shift on Reddit.
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From pre-pandemic period to pandemic period, we find 
• users’ interests drastically shift to COVID-19 and so on.
• multi-language slurs on Reddit continues growing in the pandemic period

Multi-language



§ We investigate Sinophobic behaviors from 2016 to 2021.

§ Sinophobia was well established before COVID-19, most often sustained by political events

§ “china” and “chinese” shifted away from referring to the country/government of China towards 
Sinophobic slurs.

§ we find an overlap in Sinophobic topics like ethnicities, however, Reddit also has much more 
benign topics like food.

Takeaways
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THANKS & QUESTIONS?


