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" Warning: this presentation mentions racism and contains highly
offensive content.



Anti-China Sentiment is On the Rise

ANTI-CHINA PROTESTS ERUPT IN
MYANMAR
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16 YEAR-OLD ASIAN GRANDMA PUNCHED ON
MARKET ST., BUT SHE FOUGHT BACK!

182F

@‘ ALEX MAK - MANAGING EDITOR 03 Lo
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Grandma Xiao Zhen Xie with an ice pack and a two by four.

Fatal Shooting of Deliveryman Stuns a
Queens Neighborhood

Zhiwen Yan, who delivered Chinese food in Forest Hills, had a
signature greeting for customers: “Hello, my friend!” He was
killed on his scooter at a stoplight.
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Covid 'hate crimes' against Asian
Americans on rise

More Than 9,000 Anti-Asian Incidents
Have Been Reported Since The Pandemic
Began
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Anti-China Sentiment is On the Rise
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* As the world begins to recover from COVID-19, does Sinophobic behavior has seen a downtrend as well?
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Trend Analysis ®
@ Wat s apenlng in the South China Sea?

8y The Conversation | July 13,2016
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News  Analysis&Opinion  Topics  Photos  AskANorthKorean  Tools&Data  Podcast

North Korea says it will nuke U.S. at first sign of pre-emptive
strike
U.S. mainland in range of North Korea's nuclear weapons, Rodong Sinmun says

JHAn April 11,20

Kena

Pyongyang will “hit the U.S. first” with nuclear arms should Washington show any signs of launching pre-emptive
strikes, North Korea said on Tuesday, two days after the U.S. decided to deploy the Carl Vinson Strike Group
towards the Korean Peninsula
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Climate change: US formally
withdraws from Paris agreement
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China coronavirus: .
Lockdown measures Coronavirus: Italy suffers through hlg

across Hubei provinc daily death toll
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China pledges neutrality - unless US - ‘
strikes North Korea first ...“,,‘\@m NG
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By Lukas Mikelionis | Fox News
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P V200 Italy has recorded a record number of deaths from the coronavirus outbreak. Germany has
. more than 20,000 cases as states tighten restrictions. Follow DW for the latest.
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(a) Percentage of daily posts on 4chan’s /pol/

* Sinophobia was well established before COVID-19, most often sustained by directly “fucking china is the one
producing the co2 bigle.”

or non-directly related political events.
* E.g The U.S. withdrawal from Paris Agreement.
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Racial Slurs
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Figure 2: Percentage of posts that contains Sinophobic slurs on 4chan’s /pol/. The orange line refers to the split day (Jan 4,

2020).

“everyone is seriously making

During the COVID-19 pandemic, daily usage of Sinophobic slurs has .
significantly increased, even with the hate-speech ban polic eliatale g S E=
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2-Content Analysis

e Semantic Evolution
* Diachronic Word Embeddings Analysis
* Topic Model



Diachronic Word Embeddings!'l Analysis
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(a) “china” on 4chan’s /pol/
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(b) “chinese” on 4chan’s /pol/

* The meaning of “china”/* chinese” is shifting from the notation of country to the Sinophobic slur words.

e This change remain the same in the pandemic period.

[1] Hamilton, W. L.; Leskovec, J.; and Jurafsky, D. 2016. Diachronic Word Embeddings Reveal Statistical Laws of Semantic Change. In Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL), 1489-1501. ACL.
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Sinophobic-related topics on 4chan’s /pol/. g
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Sinophobic-related topics on 4chan’s /pol/. g
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit. @
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit. @
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Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit. @
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Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics
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Sinophobic-related topics on Reddit. @

“I ate chinese food so you
better hope | don’t fart in
your fucking face.”

U
A ———

“stupid chinese cheaters messing up
all the good battle royale games.”

“lol fucking lying chinese
hustle.”

* also about daily life, e.g. food, game, stock

Sinophobic-related topics include both general topics and event-related topics
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Topic Shift on Reddit.

/]\ Topic 0 Multi-language
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From pre-pandemic period to pandemic period, we find
users’ interests drastically shift to COVID-19 and so on.

multi-language slurs on Reddit continues growing in the pandemic period
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Takeaways o | i et ot
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* We investigate Sinophobic behaviors from 2016 to 2021.
= Sinophobia was well established before COVID-19, most often sustained by political events

= “china” and “chinese” shifted away from referring to the country/government of China towards
Sinophobic slurs.

= we find an overlap in Sinophobic topics like ethnicities, however, Reddit also has much more
benign topics like food.
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